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The grade level Priority Standards are the identified instructional focus for each unit to support acceleration. Anchor lessons can be used to provide scaffolded 
support based on diagnostic and formative assessment data collected through the unit as students work toward mastery of the grade level standard.  
 
The grade level Target Standards are assessed through the Periodic Assessments. Lessons are provided for each of the target standards in a unit. Formative 
assessments from these lessons and the data from the Periodic Assessments should be used to inform instruction and identify needs for acceleration support in 
upcoming lessons and units. 
 

Unit Unit One Unit Two Unit Three 
Title We Are the Stories We Tell Changing Relationships: 

An Author Study of Kate DiCamillo 
Taking a Stand 

Duration Approximately 25-30 days Approximately 30 – 35 days Approximately 17 – 19 days 
Essential 
Questions 

Big Idea: Exploring the stories people tell 
by comparing and contrasting first and 
second-hand accounts of the same events or 
topics 

 
Essential Questions: 
What makes a person memorable? 
How do journeys shape a person’s identity? 

Big Idea: Comparing the development of 
similar themes across novels through an 
author study 

 
Essential Questions: 
How do family and friends shape the people we 
become? How does an author’s development of 
theme help us better understand our world? 

Big Idea: Using reasons and evidence 
from research to take a stand on a social 
issue 

 
Essential Questions: 
How do people determine right from wrong? 
What motivates people to stand up for what is 
right? 

Checkpoints #1: Analysis Task – Summary 
Students identify main ideas and key details 
about Malala Yousafzai using a chosen note-
taking strategy practiced in previous lessons in 
order to craft a written summary. 

 
#2 Analysis Task – Comparing First and 
Second- hand Accounts 
Students read a first and secondhand account 
about the same event or topic in order to 
compare and contrast the focus and 
information provided in the accounts in a well-
developed paragraph. 

Analysis Task – Compare and Contrast 
Point of View from which Different Stories 
are Told 

 
Students will closely read two narratives and 
compare and contrast the theme developed in 
the stories considering the characters' words, 
thoughts and actions. In small groups, students 
will then have a collaborative discussion with 
their peers in order to discuss the shared themes 
evident in the texts. Students will then complete 
the written portion of the checkpoint where they 
can use their graphic organizer to compare 
themes across texts. 

Research Task –Infographic 
 

Students conduct short, focused research on a 
selected topic. Students develop an infographic 
to inform others about that selected topic. 
Following the creation of the infographics, 
students have the opportunity to present their 
infographics to their peers. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Grade 4 English Language Arts Year-at-a-Glance 2022 – 2023 

Office of English Language Arts, Elementary 
Baltimore County Public Schools  July 2022  

Culminating 
Event (End of 
Unit Performance 
Task) 

Narrative Task – Children’s Book 
Based upon readings about memorable 
individuals, students select an individual and 
write a small moment, first-person narrative. 
Students take on the role of a children’s book 
author.  Students select the format for 
publication and share their texts. 

Literary Analysis – Author Scrapbook 
Students will create a scrapbook to show how 
Kate DiCamillo’s life experiences influenced 
the characters, settings, events, and themes in 
her stories. They will use both the information 
gathered from their short- focused research on 
Kate DiCamillo’s life (10 Things I Know 
About Kate DiCamillo) as well as details from 
her novels and stories that they have read in 
class. 

Analysis Task – Opinion piece of a Social Issue 
Students examine a topic and integrate 
information from multiple texts in order to 
form an opinion and support it with reasons and 
information. Students have a choice of 
expressing their opinion through a blog, 
podcast or screencast. 

Priority Standards RI.4.1, RI.4.2, RI.4.3 
Anchor lessons for acceleration are linked 
above. 
Note:  There is not an Anchor lesson for RI.4.1.  
 
W.4.3  
 

RL.4.1, RL.4.2, RL.4.3 
Anchor lessons for acceleration are linked 
above. 
 
W.4.2 

RI.4.5, RI.4.8, RI.4.9 
Anchor lessons for acceleration are linked 
above. 
 
W.4.1 

Target Standards RI.4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.7, 4.9  
W.4.3 
SL4.1 
L.4.1, 4.2, 4.4 

RL.4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.7  
W.4.2, W.4.9 
SL4.1, 
SL.4.5 
L.4.1, 
4.2, 4.5 

  

RI 4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.5, 4.7, 4.8, 4.9 
W.4.1, 4.6, 4.9 
SL. 4.5 
L.4.2, 4.3 

 
 
 

Mentor Texts • Novel - Scaffolded/Enrichment: The 
Tarantula in My Purse (GR U) 

• Novel - Acceleration: Where the Flame 
Trees Bloom (GR T) 

• Comprehensive planners can be found in

 
• Wonder’s texts from the Anthology, 

Reading Writing Workshop and leveled 
readers 

• SIRS Discoverer short non-fiction articles 

Literary Texts by Kate DiCamillo: 
• Read Aloud: The Miraculous Journey 

of Edward Tulane (GR U) 
• Scaffolded: Because of Winn Dixie (GR 

R) 
• Enrichment: Tiger Rising (GR T) 
• Accelerated: The Illuminated 

Adventures of Flora and Ulysses 
(GR U) 

• Comprehensive planners can be 
found in 

 

Informational Texts: 
• SIRS Discoverer 
• World Book/World Book Kids 
• Discovery Education 
• NBC Learn 
• Wonder’s texts from the Anthology, 

Reading Writing Workshop and leveled 
readers 

 

https://bcps.schoology.com/template/1491475773
https://bcps.schoology.com/template/1491475775
https://bcps.schoology.com/template/1491475729
https://bcps.schoology.com/template/1491475735
https://bcps.schoology.com/template/1491475793
https://bcps.schoology.com/template/1491475811
https://bcps.schoology.com/template/1491475819
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Unit Unit Four Unit Five Unit Six 
Title Building on Our Past Genre Reformulation Life Journeys 
Duration Approximately 25 – 30 days Approximately 20 – 25 days Approximately 20 – 23 days 
Big Idea and 
Essential Questions 

Big Idea: Using character development and 
themes across literature to explore how the past 
helps us to better understand the present. 

 
Essential Questions: 
How does learning about the past 
help us understand the present? 
How do the stories we choose to tell define 
our cultural and personal identities? 

Big Idea: Analyzing authors’ genre choices 
when writing about a topic and reflecting on 
which presentation helped students, as 
readers, better understand the topic as a 
whole. 

 
Essential Questions: 
How do different writers approach the same 
topic? 

Big Idea: Analyzing the development of 
characters, setting and events in a literary 
text to explore how life experiences impact 
growth. 

 
Essential Questions: 
How do successes and mistakes help a person 
grow? 

Checkpoint 1 Analysis Task –Essay Comparing Themes 
In the checkpoint, students revisit two poems 
from the novel Inside Out and Back Again 
in order to summarize and identify the 
themes reflected. Students then compare and 
contrast the poem’s treatment of similar 
themes in an explanatory essay. 

Analysis Task – Written Response 
After reading a biography and autobiography 
about the Civil Rights Movement, students 
will apply their knowledge of RI4.1 and RI4.6 
to respond to the following prompt: Which 
genre was more effective in depicting the 
events of the Civil Rights Movement? 

Speaking and Listening – Literature Circle 
Check-In 
Students have engaged in collaborative 
conversations practicing skills related to SL4.1. 
After providing feedback to students, teachers 
should consider using the SL4.1 section of the 
Speaking and Listening Rubric to formally 
assess students. 

Culminating Event 
(End of Unit 
Performance Task) 

Research Simulation - Digital Student 
Resource Vietnamese Culture 
Throughout the course of this unit, students 
have read Inside Out and Back Again by 
Thanhha Lai and completed research about the 
Vietnam War, as well as the traditions and 
customs of the Vietnamese culture. Students 
will gather the information they have collected 
over the course of this unit to create a digital 
resource that teaches upcoming 4th graders 
about the background knowledge needed to 
better understand the story. They will reflect 
upon how learning this information helped 
them to better understand the story Inside Out 
and Back Again. 

Narrative Task/Informational Task – 
Genre Reformulation 
After learning about various topics (i.e. Civil 
Rights, Native Americans, and space) through 
different genre lenses, students will choose one 
topic with which they will conduct a "genre 
reformulation". As their culminating event, 
students will write about what they have 
learned on the topic, choosing a particular 
genre that they feel best meets the needs of a 
reader. This choice will be supported by their 
ongoing reflections of the various genres they 
read throughout the unit and their reading 
preferences. 

Analysis Task – Literary Road Map 
While reading a novel, students track narrative 
elements using Notice & Note signposts. 
These signposts (i.e. contrasts and 
contradictions, memory moments, and words 
of the wiser) helped students document the 
development of characters, settings and events 
and unlock a theme of their novel. Students 
will then plot these developments as “stops” on 
a Literary Road Map where the final 
destination will mark a theme. 
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Priority Standards RL.4.2, RL.4.3, RL.4.9 
Anchor lessons for acceleration are linked 
above. 
W.4.2 

RI.4.4, RI.4.6, RI.4.8 
Anchor lessons for acceleration are linked 
above. 
W.4.3 

RL.4.3, RL.4.4 
Anchor lessons for acceleration are linked 
above. 
W.4.2 

Target Standards RI.4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.9 
RL.4.1, 4.2, 4.3 
W.4.2, 4.6, 4.8, 
4.9 SL.4.5  
L.4.1, 4.3, 4.5 

RI.4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.7, 4.8, 4.9 
W.4.3, 4.9 
SL.4.5 
L.4.1, 4.3, 4.4 

RL.4.1, 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, 4.6, 4.7, 4.9  
W.4.2 
SL.4.1, 4.4, 4.5 
L.4.1, 4.3, 4.4 

Mentor Texts Literary Texts: 
• Inside Out and Back Again (800L, GR U) 
• Additional Acceleration Novel: Shooting 

Kabul (800L, GR V) 
• Comprehensive planners can be found 

in  

• Wonder’s texts from the Anthology, 
Reading Writing Workshop and leveled 
readers 

• SIRS Discoverer short non-fiction articles 

Literature Circle Texts: 
• War with Grandpa (640L, GR S) 
• Out of My Mind (700L, GR S) 
• Options for Acceleration Novels: 

*Island of the Blue Dolphins (800L, GR V) 
*King of the Wind 

• Comprehensive planners can be found 

in  
 

 
 
 

https://bcps.schoology.com/template/1491475729
https://bcps.schoology.com/template/1491475735
https://bcps.schoology.com/template/1491475763
https://bcps.schoology.com/template/1491475783
https://bcps.schoology.com/template/1491475795
https://bcps.schoology.com/template/1491475811
https://bcps.schoology.com/template/1491475735
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